Irrigation and Railway, &c., m Sarun
in a miuor degree, and moreover it is so rapid and dangerous that for its size it is one of the rivers least used by trading boats in India. It is true the railway would pass for many miles along the Qogra, but similar conditions on the East Indian line for two hundred miles in the Districts of Shahabad, Patna, Monghyr and Bhagulpur have been found to feed rather than diminish the railway traffic,
The presence of a railway in the District might also induce a movement of the people to other scenes of labour, such as is already noticeable in Shahabad, and which is nowhere more needed than in Sarun. Passenger traffic on the proposed line could hardly fail to be large. As a direct continuation of the Gaya line it would convey thousands of Nepal pilgrims, whose favourite shrine is Vishnupad, or Gayaji, and who now all pass dowo southwards from Tribeni, vi& Sewan and Chaprah. Sonpur, about Kartik, or October, is attended by fully a hundred thousand persons, chiefly from- Sarun and Champarun, whilst nearly every zemindar and merchant in Sarun has direct and frequent communication with principals or bankers in Patna.
It is known that an extension of the Tirhoot State Bail way from Muzaffarpur to Motihari and Bettiah has not only been contemplated but almost sanctioned. This system must necessarily in time come to be connected with the proposed railway in Sarun and Qorakhpur, and also with the Oude and Rohilkhand line. For this purpose the Gandak must be bridged somewhere in its upper course, " To an unscientific enquirer the question presents itself whether it would not be possible to do so by means of a causeway, which might also become the anicut of the Sarun and Champarun system of river canals, which it is acknowledged only require such a work to render them efficient irrigators of the whole area commanded by them during the twelve months of the year, as suggested by Major Jeffreys in the comprehensive scheme which bears his name and -which we have already described. The Sone has been traversed by both a causeway for the Grand Trunk road and an anicut'for the irrigation project, which are also only half a mile apart. In the interests of economy would it not be possible to effect both purposes by a single construction in the case of the Gaodak and at a cost not exceeding the Sone anicut estimated at 14 la^hs of rupees.